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					I can’t remember how many times I’ve had to look for an online free converter to turn a PDF file into a word.doc. Or an image file into a PDF file. Or any other combination of converting one type of file to another.

The thing is, finding a “free online converter” is not as easy as it sounds. Some are not free, despite their claim. Some don’t have a good conversion quality. Some save your file on the cloud, somewhere somehow, and you need to download it from there—which is hardly ideal if your documents are confidential in any way. And with others, you must download any number of miscellaneous apps before you find the right “download” button to get your converted file, on a screen full of “download” buttons.

That’s why I really appreciated ToolRocket PDF Converter, a free file format converter I discovered a few days ago:

	It allows you to download the converter on your pc, so no need to google “free online converter” every now and then. The tool is on your desktop.
	It is simple to use.
	It has reliable converting quality.
	It saves files on your pc, not on any mysterious server.
	It is free, no strings attached.


Why I need a file format converter

As an author and blogger, the needs to convert files from one type to another are unlimited.

Just the other day, as I was uploading a new paperback on Amazon KDP, I found that my JPG cover did not work for paperbacks anymore: Amazon required my cover to be a PDF file. I needed a tool to convert PDF to JPG and back.

As a blogger, I am often sent material in PDF format to use in my posts—that is, if I manage to convert them into an editable word.doc format to use the content.

And as old age settles, I sometimes save only the PDF format of some file I create, but not the original word.doc, hence the need to convert my very own PDF back into an editable word.doc to continue working on it.

These are just a few recent examples of real situations I faced. And, although Microsoft Office allows us to save a document as a PDF, there is no image converter available and there is no possibility to convert PDFs into any other file format (say, an image).

How to get it

To use the ToolRocket free file format converter, you need to download it on your computer. Go to https://www.tool-rocket.com/, choose “Free Download” to download a setup file, and run it. The installation takes no more than 2 minutes and the application installs an icon on your desktop.

There is no registration, no account opening, and no request to enter your email address. The process is quick and simple: you just install an application on your pc.

How to use it

It is just as simple to use ToolRocket PDF Converter:

	Open the application from your desktop icon.

	
The application screen opens. On the top blue bar, you have the main type of conversion you can do. You can:




	PDF Converter: convert a PDF into any kind of file format (MS Word, image, Excel, PowerPoint, TXT, HTML).
	PDF Edit: merge, split, extract or delete pages from a PDF, add a watermark, etc. without first converting your PDF to some other type of file format.
	CAD Converter: I must admit I haven’t used the CAD format in ages, as it is for designers. Still, it may be useful to you.
	Image format converter: convert an image into any other format (PNG, JPG, BPM, ICON), and even turn a Word document, a PowerPoint file, or a PDF file into a “long image”.
	Feature converter: you can compress your files or read an image and convert it to text with OCR.




	Depending on what you choose on the blue toolbar, a different side-toolbar appears on the left of the screen. Choose your task.

	
Drag and drop your source file on the application. Or you can browse your folders to find the file you want to convert.


	
The file will appear on your list:






	At the bottom of your screen, you can select where to save the converted file. You can also set a converter mode “priority”: do you want the new file to be more easily editable, or more easily formattable? To tell you the truth, I tried both and I can’t say I saw much of a difference. It would be great if ToolRocket PDF Converter included some guidance on which to choose when.

	
Click Start to start the conversion.


	
When the Status next to your document turns from 0% to 100%, you are ready. Just click on the save icon next to your file. The file will open and it will be automatically saved according to the path you indicated at Step 6.




The application works exactly the same for all conversions. As you can see, it is really simple and straightforward.

Other useful conversions and functionalities

ToolRocket PDF converter offers a few unusual but interesting possibilities.

PDF edit

Now, I just love how you can edit a PDF with ToolRocket PDF Converter. I can find lots of uses for most of the functionalities offered. Here are some I appreciate the most.

	You can merge two PDFs. I have all of my book descriptions along with the respective cover pictures in PDF format. This makes it simple to send a PDF to anyone requesting information about my books for any reason. With the PDF Merge tool, I can merge as many of these descriptions into one single PDF.
	You can split a PDF into single pages. You can’t split exactly where you would like to split, but you can recombine the pages as you want with the merge function. This can save you the time of going back to your Word file, saving a copy, deleting or moving pages, checking formats, saving as a doc file, then again as a PDF file. Provided your pages stand alone as they are and need no editing to split correctly, splitting and merging pages with ToolRocket is actually easy and fast.
	You can delete a page from the PDF. The app shows you all the pages and you click on those you want to delete.
	You can extract all images from the PDF. If you have a PDF with text and images and you just need the images, you can extract all of them with one single move. A great timesaver!
	You can add a watermark on a PDF. You can insert a custom text or an image as a watermark in just a few seconds. Unfortunately, you cannot add the watermark diagonally (which is my favorite option), and you cannot really format your text (you cannot choose fonts, for example). But other than that, if you need a quick and easy way to add your watermark, ToolRocket is the way to go.


Convert PDF to PNG

ToolRocket also works as a PDF to PNG converter. Indeed, one of my favorite functionalities of the ToolRocket PDF Converter file format converter is the conversion from PDF to any kind of image. The converter either creates an image for every PDF page or a long image where all are merged.

Although I haven’t needed to convert a whole PDF into a long image so far, I have often sought ways to convert just one page of a document into an image. For example, in some of the websites I am creating, I want to attach a manual and I want the user to click on a small image of the manual cover to start downloading it. ToolRocket is great for doing that instead of snipping and cropping on your screen.

ToolRocket PDF Converter supports various image types: you can convert your PDF into JPG, PNG, GIF, TIG, or BMP.

Convert any file to a long image

The long-image conversion is also available for source files that are doc or ppt. The file format converter creates a single image where all the pages of your file appear one under the other. It is called long because it can be long, indeed, if your source file has several pages.

Run an OCR scan

Let’s say you have an image or photo of a book page and you want to reproduce the text. When the text in the photo is long, it is tiring to type the text on your own. With ToolRocket PDF Converter, it becomes a little bit easier because you can convert an image into text with the use of OCR. The result is not perfect and needs a bit of formatting, but maybe you prefer formatting to typing (that’s me!).

Below is an example with a page from Alice in Wonderland. The result is far from perfect and it needs some editing, probably because the background is quite dark and the contrast not so high. Even so, the OCR functionality can be useful.



The verdict

For a free tool that you can install on your computer, the ToolRocket file format converter is simply amazing. It has all the basics that you would expect from a converter, plus a few more unusual possibilities that can make wonders.

ToolRocket PDF Converter is user-friendly and intuitive to use. The menus are clear and easy to understand. They are more or less the same from conversion to conversion, so you get used to them quickly. You can actually master ToolRocket’s functionality with a few tests in less than 10 minutes.

Although the OCR function needs work, the rest of the functionalities that I have tested and used in these last few days work like a charm.

I used to have my own way of doing some of these things. These involved using online free tools, print-screens, snipping, and cropping. All work well but are time-consuming.  With ToolRocket PDF Converter, it takes a few seconds to do what would take me 10 minutes.

As a self-publishing author, I would be on seventh heaven if the developers threw in an e-pub and mobi converter into the tool! Even without these, though, ToolRocket PDF Converter can be a time-saver for many authors.
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Latest Release: A Heaven for Toasters

	
	Detective Mika Pensive has a new partner. He's hot. Smart. Funny. And an android.
A Heaven for Toasters, only $2.99 or FREE with Kindle Unlimited.


Having trouble seeing this post or reblogging? Just go to my basic-format blog.
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					Olga Núñez Miret				
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				It sounds great, and I’m always trying to find ways to work with PDFs that don’t cost an arm and a leg, so this sounds perfect. I’ll check it out. Thanks, Nicholas!
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					Nicholas C. Rossis				
					on May 28, 2021 at 11:19				
												
 

			
				
				
				I know, PDFs can be such a pain! I hope you find ToolRocket useful 🙂
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				This sounds like a great app. May not remain free though if it’s as good as it sounds. But, very helpful items probably shouldn’t be free anyway.
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					Nicholas C. Rossis				
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				Get while it’s free, I guess 🙂
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 Subscribe and Save
If you enjoy my work and are interested in more freebies and deals, why not subscribe to my newsletter? I hate spammers as much as you and only send an email once a month tops, always filled with news of genuine interest.
Subscribers to my ARC list read everything I publish for free! 

Click here to subscribe >>
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